
ERFA POSTSCRIPTS 

mailto:tomacord@msn.com
mailto:eblyke@comcast.net
mailto:carol.castagnozzi@csueastbay.edu
mailto:jodi.servatius@csueastbay.edu
mailto:jcdggiles@gmail.com
mailto:wreuter493@aol.com
mailto:jnjkilgour@att.net
mailto:amsmith38@aol.com
mailto:sherman@csuhayward.us
mailto:beapressley@mac.com
mailto:judithstan@aol.com


p. 2 
 

Spring Luncheon, March 21, Thursday 
 

Hosted by President Morishita and Provost Inch. 

Park in Lot B; go to New University Union Multipurpose Room 

11:30 am arrival and social time 
12 – 2 pm lunch and meeting 

While the lunch is provided at no cost to you, we hope you will contribute $10 or more to the Re-
naissance Scholars. We hope you will bring surplus canned food and toiletries for needy students.  

RSVP: mail the card sent to you or email Richard Watters richard.watters@csueastbay.edu 

 
Our speaker:  
Hank Reichman, Professor Emeritus, CSUEB, on the Future of Academic Freedom 
 
 
 

Report from Academic Senator 
The CSU Trustees are about to implement an updated Sustainability Policy. We have four areas 

of interest for implementation: 
1. Greenhouse Gas estimates for each campus. We would like to confer with those most in-

volved for the CSU system, and find 
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about the costs of parking structures and alternatives to parking and if they would then prefer more 
housing on the site proposed for a parking structure. 

Sherman Lewis, Emeritus Professor, CSUEB Hayward  
 

 

The Student Loan Situation:  
California, the CSU and the Cal Grants Program 

A previous article in the ERFSA Reporter examined the student loan problem in the United 
States.  It reported that about 70% of recent college graduates begin their post-college careers en-
cumbered by sizable student debt.  About 90% of it is owed to the federal government. What has 
happened is that as the cost of higher education has increased and as federal student loans have 
become more available, universities and state legislatures have found that they can shift more of 
the cost of higher education to the students and their families. 

This paper will examine the average amounts of student-loan debt by states with particular at-
tention to California and the CSU.  I was surprised to learn that California compares rather well to 
most other states.   

The five best (low-average-student debt) states are Utah with $18,838 (and 38% of its students 
with student debt) followed by New Mexico $21,373 (54%), Nevada $22,064 (49%), Wyoming 
$22,524 (47%) and California $22,785 (50%). 

The five worst states are: Connecticut $38,510 (57%), Pennsylvania $36,854 (67%), Rhode Island 
$36,250 (64%), New Hampshire $34,415 (74%) and Delaware $34,144 (62%).  Note that the five best 
states are all in the west and the five worst states are all in the east.    

The total cost of higher education and required tuition and fees for fulltime students at 4-year 
institutions are reported in Table 1, in constant 2016 ʹ 2017 dollars.  Note that the increases have 
been significantly higher at public institutions than at private institutions (both non-profit and for 
profit).   

Table 1. All Institutions Public Institutions Private (both) 
 

 Total 
Cost    

Tuition & Fees  Total 
Cost    

Tuition & Fees  Total 
Cost    

Tuition & Fees 

1979 ² 80 $9,899  $4,729  $7,275  $2,305  $15,668  $10,088  

1989 ² 90 13,782 7,262 9,508 3,401 23,475 16,046 

1999 ² 00 17,701 10,091 11,680 4,800 29,723 20,950 

2009 ² 10 23,652 13,888 16,834 7,520 26,741 15,416 

2016 ² 17 26,593 15,512 19,488 8,804 25,532 14,423 

% Increase 169% 228% 168% 283% 63% 43%
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